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1. (previously amended) A method comprising the steps of: 



(a) storing in a data store in operative connection with a computer, data 

representative of a pluralijty of patients for whom medical items may be 
used; 




(b) generating a report, 

corresponding to at least 
corresponding to at least 



wherpin the report includes machine readable indicia 
Dne of the patients and machine readable indicia 
>ne item prescribed for the patient; 



(c) reading the machine readable indicia on the report corresponding to a 
patient with a reading device; 



(d) inputting to the computer, data representative of a medical item, wherein 
the computer is operative to Include in the data store, data representative 
of the taking of the medical item for use by the patient; 



(e) inputting data to the computer representative of giving the medical item to 
the patient, wherein the computet is operative to include in the data store, 
data representative of the medicalutem having been given to the patient. 
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2. (previously amended) The method according to claim 1 wherein step (a) further comprises 
storing in the data store, data representative of medical items prescribed for each patient, and 
wherein step (d) comprises reading the mac hine readable indicia corresponding to the medical 
item with the reading device. 



3. (original) The method according to clain i 
data representative of giving the medical it$m 
patient. 




4. (previously amended) A method comprising: 



(a) storing in a data store 



1 wherein step (e) further comprises inputting the 
through an input device adjacent the bed of the 



; in operative connection with a computer, data 
representative of a plurality of patients for whom medical items may be 
used; 



(b) generating a report, whelein the report includes machine readable indicia 
corresponding to at least 6ne of the patients; 



(c) reading the machine readable indicia on the report corresponding to a 
patient with a reading device 
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(d) inputting to the computer, d£ta representative of a medical item, wherein 
the computer is operative tb include in the data store, data representative 
of the taking of the medicAl item for use by the patient; 




(e) inputting data representative of giving the medical item to the patient to a 
portable terminal, storing data representative of the giving of the medical 
item to the patient in the portable terminal, and transferring data 
representative of the giving of the medical item to the patient from the 



portable terminal to th 
include in the data stoj 



been given to the patient. 



computer, wherein the computer is operative to 
e, data representative of the medical item having 



5. (original) The method according to claim : I 
machine readable indicia with a reading device, 



6. (original) The method according to claim 4 



wherein step (e) further comprises reading 



wherein the portable terminal includes a terminal 



reading device, and wherein in step (e) the inputting of the data representative of giving the 
medical item includes reading machine readable indicia with the terminal reading device. 



7. (original) The method according to claim 6 anoWor to step (e) further comprising: 
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labeling a patient associated item in proximity to the patient with machine 
readable indicia corresponding to the patient; 

and wherein step (e) includes reading me machine readable indicia on the patient 
associated item with the terminal reading device. 



8. (original) The method according to claim 7 where in the patient associated item includes a band 




attached to the patient, and wherein step (e) includes 
band with the terminal reading device. 



9. (original) The method according to claim 7 wherein the patient associated item includes a bed 
label attached to a bed of the patient, and wherein st< p (e) includes reading the machine readable 
indicia on the bed label with the terminal reading device. 



reading machine readable indicia on the 



10. (original) The method according to claim 7 whereto the patient associated item includes a 
bedside chart, and wherein step (e) includes reading th\ machine readable indicia on the bedside 
chart with the terminal reading device. 



11. (original) The method according to claim 7 wherein step (a) further comprises storing in a 
data store, data representative of medical items prescribedlfor the patient, and wherein prior to 
step (e) the method further comprises generating a prescribed item report with a report generating 
device, wherein the prescribed item report includes machine readable indicia corresponding to at 
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least one medical item prescribed for the patient and wherein step (e) includes reading the 
machine readable indicia corresponding to the foedical item from the prescribed item report. 




12. (original) The method according to claim h wherein step (a) further comprises storing in the 
data store, data representative of medical iterAs prescribed for the patient, and step (b) further 
comprises including in the report, machine readable indicia corresponding to at least one medical 
item prescribed for the patient, and wherein step (e) comprises reading machine readable indicia 
on the report with the terminal reading devic e. 



^^t3. (original) The method according to claim 4 wherein a docking port is in operative connection 
^Jwith the computer, wherein the portable terrunal is operative to communicate with the computer 
through the docking port, and wherein step (e) includes placing the portable terminal in 
connection with the docking port, wherein trie data representative of the giving of the medical 
item is transferred from the portable terminal to the computer through the docking port. 



14. (original) The method according to claim 11 and prior to step (e) further comprising the step 
of: 



(f) generating a report responsive to data in the data store, the report including 
information indicating that the medical item has been taken for use by, but 
not yet given, to the patient. 
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15. (original) The method according to claim 14/and prior to step (f) further comprising the steps 
of: 



storing in the data store, data rep esentative of a plurality of authorized users; 




inputting data to the computer i 
users; 

taking the medical item irom a ! 
the authorized user; 



responsive to one of the plurality of authorized 



siorage area, wherein the medical item is taken by 



wherein the report generated in step (f) includes information indicative thar the 
authorized user has taken the medical item for use by the patient. 



1 6. (previously amended) A method comprising the steps of: 



(a) storing in a data store in operative connection with a computer, data 

representative of a plurality if patients for whom medical items may be 
used; 



(b) storing in the data store, data representative of a plurality of medical items 
prescribed for use by corresponding patients; 
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(c) generating a report including machine readable indicia indicative of a 

medical item prescribed for a patient, wherein the report further includes 
information indicative of the patient; 




(d) inputting to the computer, jBata corresponding to one of the plurality of 
patients; 



(e) inputting to the computer 
indicated by data in the 
including reading with a 
the report; 



data corresponding to at least one medical item 
4ata store as prescribed for the one patient, 
reading device the machine readable indicia on 



(f) storing in the data store, data representative that the at least one medical 
item has been taken for use by the one patient; 



(g) using the at least one medicijil item in the medical treatment of the one 
patient; and 



(h) inputting data to the computer indicative that the at least one medical item 
has been used in the medical treatment of the one patient, wherein the 
computer is operative to include iA the data store, data representative that 
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the at least one medical itetn has been used in the medical treatment of the 
one patient. 

17. (previously amended) The method accord/ng to claim 16 and prior to step (d) comprising 
including on the report, machine readable iniicia indicative of the one patient, and wherein step 
(d) comprises reading with a reading device/the machine readable indicia indicative of the one 
patient on the report. 



v 18. (previously amended) The method according 10 claim 16 wherein step (h) comprises 
^putting the data representative that at Ie< st one medical item has been used in the medical 
treatment of the one patient to a portable terminal, storing data representative that the at least 



medical item has been used in the medica 



medical treatment of the one patient from 



one 



treatment of the one patient in the portable terminal, 



and transferring data representative that the at least one medical item has been used in the 



i he portable terminal to the computer. 



19. (previously amended) A method comprising: 



(a) storing in a data store in operative connection with a computer, data 

representative of apluraljty of patients for whom medical items may be 
used; 
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(b) storing in the' data store, data representative of a plurality of medical items 
prescribed for use by corresponding patients; 



(c) inputting to the computer, 
patients; 



(d) inputting to the computer 
prescribed for the one 



(e) dispensing the at least on< > 



data corresponding to one of the plurality of 



data corresponding to at least one medical iiem 



paiient; 



medical item from a medical item dispenser 



responsive to reading mac hine readable indicia on a report in step (d). 



20. (previously amended) A method comprising: 



(a) storing in a data store in optative connection with a computer, data 

representative of a plurality df patients for whom medical items may be 
used; 



(b) storing in the data store, data reiJresentative of a plurality of medical items 
prescribed for use by corresponding patients; 
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(c) inputting to the computer, dat i corresponding to one of the plurality of 
patients; 

(d) inputting to the computer, dati corresponding to at least one medical item 
prescribed for the one patient; 



(e) storing in the data store, data 
item has been taken for use 
one medical item being dispensed 



W us * n S * e at l east °ne medical 
patient; and 



(g) inputting data to the computer 
has been used in the medical tr< 



-epresentative that the at least one medical 
one patient, responsive to the at least 
from a medical item dispenser; 



by the 



item in the medical treatment of the one 



'(indicative that the at least one medical item 
karment of the one patient, wherein the 
computer is operative to include! in the data store,' data representative that 
the at least one medical item has peen used in the medical treatment of the 
one patient. 



21 . (previously amended) The method according to claim 19 and prior to the dispensing step, 
further comprising the steps of: 
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storing in the data store, data representative of a plurality of authorized 



users; 



inputting to the computer, user data; 




comparing the input user dafra to the data stored concerning authorized users and 
determining that the input ilser data corresponds to one authorized user; 



wherein the step of dispensing 
responsive to the determination 
authorized user, and furthep- 
representative that the at l^ast 
authorized user. 



the at least one medical item is carried out 
ion that the input user data corresponds to one 
comprising storing in the data store data 
one medical item has been taken by the one 



22. (currently amended) The method accoi ding to claim 1 6 wherein step {h} re) comprises storing 
data in a portable terminal adjacent a beds de of the patient indicative that the at least one 
medical item has been used in the medical treatment of the one patient, and thereafter placing the 
portable terminal in operative connection «U the computer, wherein information indicative of 
the use of the at least one medical item in th^ treatment of the patient is passed from the portable 
terminal to the computer. 



23. (previously amended) The method according to claim 22 wherein step (h) further comprises 
reading machine readable indicia on a patient associated item in proximity to the patient with a 
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terminal reading device in operative connection With the portable terminal, wherein the data 
indicative that the at least one medical item has tafeen given to the patient is stored in the portable 
terminal responsive to reading the machine readlble indicia on the patient associated item. 



24. (previously amended) The method according to claim 23 wherein in step (h) the patient 
associated item fiom which the machine readable indicia is read comprises at least one of a band 
worn by the patient, a bed label or a chart. 




25. (original) The method according to claim/16 and further comprising the step of storing data 
Xbedside terminal adjacent the one patient, indicative that the one medical item has been used i 



in 



e medical treatment of the one patient. 



26. (previously amended) A method compris ing 



(a) storing in a data store 

representative of a phlraliry of patii 
used; 



in operative connection with a computer, data 

ients for whom medical items may be 



(b) storing in the data ston 
prescribed for use by 



data representative of a plurality of medical items 
cdrresponding patients; 
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(c) inputting to the computer, dafta corresponding to one of the plurality of 
patients; 

(d) inputting to the computer/data corresponding to at least one medical item 
prescribed for the one patient; 

(e) storing in the data stori data representative that the at least one medical 
item has been taken fair use by the one patient; 



(f) using the at least one 
patient; and 



medical item in the medical treatment of the one 



(g) storing data in a bedside 
adjacent a bedside area 
medical item has beefi 



terminal positioned in generally fixed relation 
of the one patient, indicative that the at least one 
used in the medical treatment of the one patient. 



27. (previously amended) The method according to claim 26 and further comprising storing data 
in a portable terminal adjacent a bedside of the patient indicative that the at least one medical 

if the one patient, wherein step (g) includes passing 



item has been used in the medical treatment 



the data between the portable terminal and thd bedside terminal. 
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